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—_——_— — — — Inter 
Perfectos veterefque referri debet, an inter 
Viles atque novos? Hor. 


ee2< 2 O other difpofition or turn of mind fo totally 
® unfits a man for all the focial offices of life 
<o as Indolence. An idle man is a mere 





not engage himfelf in any employment or profeffion, be- 
caufe he will never have diligence enough to follow it; he 
can fucceed in no undertaking, for he will never perfue it ; 
he muft be a bad hufband, father, and relation, for he will 
not take the leaft pains to preferve his wife, children, and 
family from ftarving; and he muft be a worthlefs friend, 
for he would not draw his hand from his bofom, though to 

Vor. II. 6G prevent 
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prevent the deftruction of the univerfe. If he is born poor, 
he will remain fo all his life, which he will probably end 
in a ditch or at the gallows; if he embarks in trade he will 
be a bankrupt ; and if he is a perfon of fortune, his ftew- 


ards will acquire immenfe eftates, and he himfelf perhaps 
will dic in the Fleet, 


Ir fhould be confidered that nature did not bring us 
into the world in a ftate of perfection, but has left us in a 
capacity of improvement: which fhould feem to intimate 
that we fhould labour to render ourfelves excellent. Very 
few are fuch abfolute ideots, as not to be able to become 
at leaft decent, if not eminent, in their feveral ftations, by 
unwearied and keen application: nor are there any poffeft 
of fuch tranfcendant genius and abilities, as_to render all 
pains and diligence unneceflary. Perfeverance will over- 
come difficulties, which at firft appear infuperable;-and it 
is amazing to confider, how great and numerous obftacles 
may be removed by a continual attention to any particular 
point. I will not mention here the trite example of De- 
mofthenes, who got over the greateft natural impediments to 
oratory, but content myfelf with a more modern and fami- 
liar inftance. Being at Sadler’s Wells a few nights ago, J 
could not but admire the furprizing feats of activity there 
exhibited, and at the fame time reflected what incredible 
pains and labour it muft have coft the performers, to ar- 
rive at the art of writhing their bodies into fuch various 
and unnatural contortions. But I was moft taken with 
the ingenious artift, who after fixing two bells to each 
foot, the fame number to each hand, and with great 
propriety placing a cap and bells on his head, played 
feveral tunes, and went through as regular triple peals 
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and Bob Majors as the boys at Chriff Church Hofpital ; 
all which he effected by the due jerking of his arms and legs, 
and nodding his head backward and forward. If this artift 
had taken equal pains to employ his head in another way, 
he might perhaps have been as deep a proficient in numbers 
as Fedediah Buxton, or at leaft a tolerable modern rhimer, 
of which he is now no bad emblem : and if our fine ladies 
would ule equal diligence, they might fafhion their minds 
as fuccefsfully as Madam Catharina diftorts her body. 


Tuere is not inthe world a more ufelefs idle animal, 
than he who contents himfelf with being merely a Gentle- 
man. He has an eftate, therefore he wil! not endeavour to 
acquire knowledge: he is not to labour in any vocation, 
therefore he will do nothing. But the misfortune is that 
there is no fuch thing in nature as negative virtue, and that 
abfolute idlenefs is impracticable, He who does no good, 
will certainly do mifchief ; and the-mind, if it is not ftored 
with ufcful knowledge, will neceffariiy become 2 magazine 
of nonfenfe and trifles. Wherefore a Gentleman, though 
he is not obliged to rife to open his fhop or work at his 
trade, may always find fome ways of employing his time to 
advantage. If he makes no advances in wifdom, he will 
become more and more a flave to folly; and he that does 
nothing becaufe he has nothing to do, will become vicious 
and abandoned, or at beft ridiculous and contem ptible, 


TuErz is not a more melancholy object, than a man of 
an honeft heart and fine natural abilities whofe good quali- 
ties are thus deftroyed by Indolence. Such a perfon is a 
conftant plague to all his friends and acquaintance, with all 
the means in his power of adding to their happinefs; and 
fuffers 
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a 
fuffers himfelf to rank among the loweft characters, when 
he might render himfelf confpicuous among the higheft. 
Nobody is more univerfally beloved, and more univerfally 
avoided than my friend Carele/s. He is a humane man, 
who never did a beneficent action ; and a man of unfhaken 
integrity, on whom it is impoffible to depend. With the beft 
head, and the beft heart, he regulates his conduct in the 
moft abfurd manner, and frequently injures his friends ; 
for whoever neglects to do juftice to himfelf, muft in- 
evitably wrong thofe with whom he is connected ; and it is 
by no means a true maxim, that an idle man hurts nobody 


but himéelf. 


VirTvE then is not to be confidered in the light of mere 
innocence, or abftaining from harm, but as the exertion of 
cur faculties in doing good: as Titus, when he had let a 
day flip, undiftinguifhed by fome act of virtue, cried out, 
* T have loft aday.” If we regard our time in this light, 
how many days fhall we look back upon as irretrievably loft ? 
and to how narrow a compafs would fuch a method of cal- 
culation frequent'y reduce the longeft life >If we were to 
number our days, according as we have applied them to 
virtue, it would occafion ftrange revolutions in the manner 
of reckoning the ages of men. We fhould fee fome few 
men arrived to a good old age in the prime of their youth, 
and meet with feveral young fellows of fourfcore. 


AGREEABLE to this way of thinking, I remember to have 
met with the epitaph of an aged man, four years old: dating 
his exiftence, from the time of his reformation from evil 
courfes, The infcriptions on moft tomb-ftones commemo- 


rate no acts of virtue performed by the perfons who lie under 
them, 
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them, but only record that they were born one day and died 
another. But I would fain have thofe people, whofe lives 
have been ufelefs, rendered of fome fervice after their deaths, 
by affording leflons of inftruction and morality to thofe they 
leave behind them. Wherefore I could with, that in every parifh 
feveral acres were marked out for a new and f{pacious Burying- 
Ground: in which every perfon, whofe remains are there 
depofited, fhould have a {mall ftone laid over them, reckon- 
ing their age according to the manner in which they have 
improved or abufed the time allotted them in their lives. In 
fuch circumftances, the plate ona coffin might be the high- 
eft panegyric which the deceafed could receive; and a lit- 
tle fquare ftone, infcribed with O4. Ann. tat. 80. would 
be a nobler eulogium than all the lapidary adulation of mo- 
dern epitaphs. In a Burying-Ground of this nature, allow- 
ing for the partiality of furvivors, which would certainly 
point out the moft brilliant actions of their dead friends, we 
might perhaps fee fome infcriptions, not much unlike the 
following. 


Here lie the remains of a celebrated Beauty, aged 50, 
who died in the fifth year of her age. She was born in her 
eighteenth year, and was untimely killed by the fmall pox 
in her twenty third. 


Here refts in eternal fleep the mortal part of L. B. a Free- 
thinker, aged 88, an Infant. He came into the world by 





chance in the year 
of his age. 


and was annibilated in the firft year 


Here continue to rot the bones of a noted Buck, an em- 
bryo, who never fhewed any figns of life, and after twenty 
Vor. II, 6H three 
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three years was fo totally putrified, that it could not be kept 
above ground any longer. 


Here lies the {woln carcafe of a Boon Companion, who 
was born in a dropfy in the 4oth year of his age: He lin- 
gered in this condition, till he was obliged to be tapped, 
when he relapfed into his former condition, and died in the 
fecond year of his age, and the 23d of his drinking. 


Here lies J/aac Da-Cofta, a convert from Judaifm, aged 64. 
He was born and chriftened in his 61ft year, and died in the 
true Faith in the third year of his age. 


Here is depofited the body of the celebrated Beau Tawdry, 


who was born at court in the year 





on a Birthnight, 
and died of grief in his fecond year upon the court’s going 
into mourning. 


Here rots A. B. Still-born, who died of a fright on the 
twentieth of May, 1756. 


Here refts from his labours the Brave General B. who died 
about the hundredth year of his age, older than Methufelab. 
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